Date:
Re:	Canada Disability Benefit – Federal Budget Funding & Eligibility – A Major Disappointment for the Disability Community – Changes Required Now!

Dear (MPs name)
I am writing to express profound disappointment over the inadequate funding allocated to the Canada Disability Benefit (CDB) in Budget 2024. The announced funding falls woefully short of what is needed to fulfill the program’s primary objective: lifting people with disabilities out of poverty.
The allocated $6.1 billion over six years amounts to only a maximum of $2,400/year, $200/month, or approximately $6/day.  This means many eligible individuals will receive even less. Considering that most provincial/territorial disability assistance rates are below the poverty line, an additional $200/month will not lift anyone out of poverty which is the purpose of the CDB.  This weak investment from the federal government does not consider the official poverty line nor the unique cost of living for a person with a disability. It is simply not enough.
Since the 2020 Speech from the Throne, which announced the promise of a Canada Disability Benefit, people with disabilities have been anxiously waiting for its delivery. It’s been almost a year since the CDB legislation was passed in parliament.
This highly anticipated Budget announcement has left people with disabilities shocked, discouraged, and defeated. The government has not followed through on its promises. People with disabilities will continue to live in poverty, their situations unchanged as a result of the $6/day funding announced in the budget.
I am a parent of a family member with a disability / or I am an individual with a disability, and I call on you as my Member of Parliament to advocate for the amount of the Canada Disability Benefit to be significantly increased. To truly lift people with disabilities out of poverty, a substantial investment is needed now. 
I share concerns expressed by many within the disability community regarding using the Disability Tax Credit (DTC) as the gateway to access the benefit. The DTC's difficult and complex eligibility criteria often exclude individuals who face significant barriers, rendering them unable to access the support they desperately need. I am calling on the government to explore alternative eligibility criteria, such as automatically approving individuals currently receiving provincial/territorial disability support.
I am urging you as my Member of Parliament to ensure that the government immediately builds on this initial investment and enhances the benefit amount.  Take whatever steps are necessary to influence the debate on the Budget Implementation Act and any further work on the regulation development. 
While I acknowledge the establishment and funding of the Canada Disability Benefit is a step forward, it simply is not enough.  The Benefit must provide meaningful income for people with disabilities in our country. How we treat the most vulnerable reflects our society, and we must do better. 

Sincerely, 	
[name]
